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President’s Ponderings
Special points of
interest:
•

Join DAVA today!

•

Creative Recognition ideas

•

DAVA needs you!

•

Newly Elected
Board members

•

Community
Calendar

“The smallest act of
“Nobody
do
kindness iscan
worth
everything,
but
more than the
everyone
can do“
grandest
intention.

something.”
Oscar Wilde

~Author
Unknown

Everyone one of us has
challenges in our jobs
and lives. Sometimes
more and sometimes
less. Regardless of
where you are in that
continuum, I hope that
you are always learning
something new - a new
skill, experience, hobby,
or knowledge. On the
flip side, I hope you are
also sharing with someone else. By learning
from others and also
sharing with others, you
are enriching your life

and someone else’s life.
This can also assist in
your own challenges.
You can gain a new insight from someone by
sharing something new
with them, or by them
sharing something with
you. It is this sharing of
experiences, knowledge,
and friendship that
helps us all be better
people and better volunteer administrators.
I invite you to come to
the Oct. 18th meeting. I
challenge you to meet

and talk with one person you don’t already
know at that meeting. I
look forward to hearing
from you on something
you’ve learned or
shared at that meeting.
-Angela Williamson

DAVA Membership Drive—refer a friend!
Think about a coworker, colleague, or
friend that would be
interested in joining
our group of professionals! Anyone that

supervises volunteers is
more than welcome to
become a DAVA member.
Be sure to spread the
word early. The earlier

you sign up, the more
money you save!
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Creative Recognition Ideas
Use these ideas with a
small thank you card
or certificate.
•
•

•

Roll of Lifesavers—
You are a lifesaver
Pack of gum—
thanks for sticking
with us
Fortune Cookie—

•

•

•

we are fortunate to
have you
100 Grand Bar—
you are worth 100
Grand to our organization
Book– you are
number 1 in our
book
Box of Raisins—

Thanks for “raisin”
us to a new level
through your volunteer efforts
• Post-it-Notes—
Thanks for sticking
with us
Submit your creative
recognition idea to
newsletter@davaweb.org

We need you!
We need a few members to lend a little help on the following committees or roles for DAVA. The
time commitment will be kept to a manageable level and roles are for 1-2 years depending on the
role. If there is more than one opening – recruit a friend and have fun working together!
Awards – 3 people needed to work together on the Awards Committee for annual award
Membership – 1 person needed to assist the 2 current people with membership promotion, tracking, etc.
Program – 1-2 people to start learning what the group does and potentially take over in the next year or
two
Raffle – A potentially new role. If you would enjoy soliciting items for a raffle and then organizing it at our
quarterly meetings – this is for you! 2-3 people are needed for this position
Membership handbook – this has been started and we need 1 person to help enhance and edit
Facebook – 1 person who loves FB and could help us get a DAVA FB community started
Newsletter/publicity – 2 people are needed to assist the current person in
gathering information and putting the newsletter together, editing the information we give to the webpage master, and editing/creating brochures and flyers

If you are interested in any of the positions above, please contact
Angela Williamson at president@davaweb.org or
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2011-2013 Board Members
Congratulations to newly elected board members!

Angela Williamson, President
president@davaweb.org

Gene Danneman, Vice President
vicepresident@davaweb.org

Lee Halloran, Treasurer
treasurer@davaweb.org

Carrie Hart, Secretary
secretary@davaweb.org

Committee Members and Leadership Roles
Membership —Clare Garrison and Holly Titus
Program —Debbie Vandiver, Mary Ann Hook and Karen Elliott
PR/Newsletter— Leslie McGowan
Awards- (Insert YOUR name here)
Raffle— (This could be you)
Membership Handbook— (E-mail us to learn more about the position)
Facebook— (we know there is a Facebook pro out there!)

Additional pictures coming soon!
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Submit your stories now!
Does your organization have an upcoming event? Do you
know a volunteer
administrator that
should be highlighted for their outstanding efforts? Is
there a topic you
would like to see
covered? Do you
have a volunteer
success story?

Please share!!
Please submit your
articles and
suggestions for the
next newsletter
today!
Don’t forget to
send in special
events!

Look forward to the
next newsletter to
come out in
December!

Contact Leslie
McGowan at
newsletter@davaweb.org

For more information

Mark your calendar for the following DAVA dates
Details to follow!
October 18th—New Castle—All aboard—Buena Vista
November16th—Sussex County Brown Bag
December 8th—New Castle County Brown Bag
January 12th - Quarterly Meeting
March 1st— Volunteer Conference—Dover Downs
June 15th—Awards Recognition—Maple Dale Country Club
July 19th—New Castle Brown Bag Meeting—Center for Exceptional Care
Aug 9th—Sussex County Brown Bag Meeting
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Remembering 9/11/2001
The Delaware Foster Grandparent Program participated in
the 9/11 Day of Service by
having one of our new Volunteer Stations, which we are
very proud of, Major George S.
Welch Elementary School, join
in. This school is located on
the Dover Air Force Base,
where Foster Grandparent volunteers serve children of service men and women who are
active or veterans.
The activity engaged over 250
students in grades kindergar-

ten through fifth. We provided each student with
a paper that said "YOU DESERVE A HAND" . The
students traced their hands
on the paper and wrote a note
(i.e. Thank you for serving our
Country or We are so proud of
you, etc) with their signature. The papers will be sent
to Stockings for Soldiers who
provide hand made Christmas
Stockings to over 9000 soldiers serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. Each of the boxes

will have one of our
"Student Appreciation Hands" placed in
them.
We also partnered with Delaware's AmeriCorps Program
who provided 9/11 Day of
Service Shirts and Pins
that were given to each student that participated in the
project.

by riding their bikes, with the
colors flying, and park their
bikes beside Post 28 Memorial
walkway. Director of the Legion
Riders, Joe Marino, shared his
experience of 9/11/2001. The
community came together in
honor of the memory of those
who died on 9/11 and celebrate
lives that made it through. It
was a moment to reflect on life.
The event ended with everyone
holding hands and singing God
Bless America.

Sussex County Habitat for Humanity held a house build on
Saturday September 10 in honor
of September 11th‘s 10th anniversary. Opening ceremony started
with the Presentation of Colors
by Sussex Tech JROTC Color
Guard. A presentation of both
the American and State flags
was presented to State Senator
Joe Booth for him to present to
the new homeowners. The volunteers gathered to hear Executive Director, Kevin Gilmore’s
welcome. The speaker for the
event was Mr. Al Weir, former
NYPD and 9/11/01 responder,
who volunteers with RSVP,
American Red Cross shared
with everyone his experience on
September 11th. Soloist, Cathy
Gorman sang God Bless America and Dave Hudson, RSVP Advisory Member and Milford
Community Band member
played taps to end the event.

In Sussex County...
American Legion Post #28 Auxiliary held two events:
Patriot Day Commemoration service held at American Legion
Post #28 on Sunday Sept. 11th
morning had veteran Hugh
Thornton, 85 years old, also an
RSVP volunteer speak about
when, during that terrible September day, found himself buried
under rubble in New York City
as the Twin Towers fell, and how
a search and rescue dog, named
Sam found him. Sam was given
to Hugh and now both reside in
the Long Neck area.
Evening Candle Light Service-American Legion Post #28 Auxiliary held a Candle Light Service
in honor of those affected by the
events of September 11th. The
Legion Riders, the motorcycle
rider members of Post #28,
started the ceremony. It is an
awesome sight to behold when
the Riders participate in an event
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The Legion Riders are a group
of Post #28 members that ride
motorcycles raising funds for
the LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP,
which is to provide scholarships
for children of active duty service men and women killed on
or after September 11,
2001. American Legion Post
Riders, Chapter 28, raised over
$5,000.00 to donate to the
scholarship program.

Bridge to a New Position
The Sussex RSVP
program is offering
the job search workshop series “Bridge
to a New Position”.
The series is a skillbuilding program to
help attendees find
new skills for employment. It is presented in partnership with the Sussex
Retired and Senior
Volunteer Program

(RSVP) and the Division of Libraries.
Workshop participants will develop
résumés, improve
interviewing skills
and hear tips on
conducting job
searches. Special
one-on-one sessions
with the facilitators
will be available to
participants during
the workshops. All

workshops are free.
Advance registration
is required. For
workshop dates and
more information,
call 856-5815.

Sussex County Mentoring Committee
The Sussex County
Mentoring
Committee is having
a Mentoring Kick
Off on October 20,
2011 from 9:00 to
10:30, at the
Georgetown Middle
School. Mrs.
Markell will be the
guest speaker. The
theme is “Awareness
& Commitment”,
there will be 3
mentors speaking as
well as
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representatives from
the Delaware
Mentoring Council,
Big Brothers Big Sisters, Connecting
Generations, and
Communities in
Schools. Local
businesses,
mentoring
programs, schools
and the general
public are invited to
attend. The
Committee are
promoting
mentoring in Sussex

County and
recruiting for all the
programs: mentors,
in-kind donations or
monetary donations.
Children are the
future.
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Fall Events

•

September 19th—Senior Corps Week, highlighting RSVP, FGP and SCP Senior Volunteers
statewide

•

September 23rd—CHEER Senior Beach, 9am-2pm, Rehoboth Beach

•

September—October 5th—Prime Hook 2011 Nature Photography Contest, for information
contact the Refuge at 684-8419

•

October 2nd—Coast Day, College of Marine Studies, Lewes Delaware 11 AM – 5 PM

•

October 2nd—Celebrity Chefs’ Beach Brunch, benefiting Meals on Wheels Delaware, 11 AM – 2
PM—the Rusty Rudder, Dewey Beach

•

October 3rd—Harry Derrickson Memorial Golf tournament, benefiting Meals on Wheels Lewes
– Rehoboth, 12:30 PM, Rehoboth Beach Yacht and Country Club

•

October 15th— Rehoboth Walk to END Alzheimer’s at Grove Park scheduled
http://2011walktoendalz.kintera.org/Rehoboth

•

October 18th—First DAVA meeting - Buena Vista

•

October 20th—Mentoring Kick Off, Georgetown Middle School, 9 – 10:30 AM

•

October 22nd- Wilmington Walk to END Alzheimer’s at the Wilmington Riverfront. Visit
http://2011walktoendalz.kintera.org/Wilmington,

•

October 22nd- PAWS for People 3rd annual Wag-n-Walk & 5K run
https://www.pawsforpeople.org

•

October 22nd—Kent County Volunteer Fair 1-3pm held by the State Office of Volunteerism
and the Kent County Public library — Sign up by October 17th. For more info contact
Carrie.Hart@state.de.us
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